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 My column this month is a reminder to members 

that our club is only as good as the members. We are hav-

ing a general meeting in May where several positions on 

the board will be up for election. Our nomination chair is 

Dede Conner and if you are interested in serving or know 

someone you think would be an asset to the club, please 

email her with your suggestions. The regional directors up 

for election will be elected during summer planning meet-

ings.  

 My show is now over and volunteers are what 

made it possible. I volunteered at Black Prong this week-

end with my daughter in law who was attending her first 

show. She was amazed that so many of the drivers with so 

much to handle would remember to thank us as they drove 

by. Thanks drivers for the appreciation, you make an im-

pression on newcomers  

                                                                               Lynda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Itôs me again! I hope we arenôt confusing you ï 

Pam and I alternate the Editorôs notes each month and now 

itôs my turn again. I hope everyone is into their second 

month of a happy and healthy New Year. I know I sure 

hope this one is a lot better than last year.  How are you 

doing with your New Yearôs resolutions? Mine is to drive 

more (which Iôve heard is in direct contrast to TigerLilyôs 

resolutions) but so far school, bad weather and life have 

been getting in the way. My goal this year is to complete 

my 100 hour log for an ADS driving pin in November so I 

know Iôd better get busy. 

 Due to bad weather and lack of practice I had to 

turn down a chance for TigerLily and me to participate in a 

wedding which was held in our neighborhood last Sunday. 

The bride wanted us to drive her to the alter but it just did-

nôt come together. Since we hadnôt been out much I had 

horror thoughts of us accidentally mowing down the guests 

with the bride screaming in the back.  I figured better safe 

than sorry as they say so we decided not to do it. Would 

have been pretty cool tho! 

 This monthôs newsletter is coming to you with lots 

of Valentineôs Day love and includes a short  article by 

Lynda Jowers  on the January 3rd Iron Horse Farm HDT, 

as well as an article from Kathie Beeson about Francine 

Arrington. Donôt miss Dona Loveôs story about the March 

7th Steeplechase Fun Darby. Thereôs an application all 

ready to be filled out if you can find a way to participate 

please come join us (and send your apps in as soon as pos-

sible so the organizers have some idea of how many people 

to plan for).  

  And then of course we have our updated Calendar 

of Events, info from our wonderful advertisers and even 

included a membership application. What better Valen-

tineôs Day gift for the ones you love than a FL Whips 

Membership?? 

 Pam and I hope that you enjoy this monthôs news-

letter and we wish you all a very happy and loved Valen-

tineôs Day! 

I hope to see everyone at the Carriage Affair ï be sure to 

say ñHi!ò 

                                                                                    Deby 

 

PS - For those of you who are already addicted to Face-

book, do a search for ñFL Whipsò and become a fan of our 

new FL Whips Facebook fan site. If you arenôt already a 

Facebook user and are still just a bit uneasy about putting 

your personal info up on the web, then make a Facebook 

page for your horse! TigerLily has one (just search for 

ñTiger Lilyò) and your equine partner should have one too! 

Presidentôs Corner Editorôs Notes ... 

View From Behind the Dash      February  2010 
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  2010   Florida Whips Calendar of Events   

See Website for Entry Forms  

ï www.flawhips.org  - Click on Event 

Date 

 

Location Event Contact # on 

map 
Feb. 6 ï7, 2010 Northern Region Meta Baxter Clinic Helen & Bob Tolmach,  

352-374-8763 

 

March 6-7, 
2010 

Northern Region Steeplechase CDE Dona Love, 352-486-2829 3 

April 3, 2010  Southeast Region Beginnerôs Clinic 
Vero Beach 

Peg Belvin, 561-798-1718 9 

May 1-2, 2010 Southeast Region Port Mayaca Polo 
Club may Day HDT 

Bettina Scherer 4 

CalendarðOther Events 

Feb. 5-7,2010 Tampa, FL Florida State Fair Susan Gilliland, 352-489-6586 
352-489-9284, 

s_gilliland@msn.com 

7 

Feb. 13-14, 
2010 

Lecanto, FL Lecanto Distance 
Drive 

SEDRA  

Feb. 19-
21,2010 

Weirsdale, FL Florida Carriage & 
Horse Festival 

Kacy Tipton-Fashik 
352-409-1398,  

352-750-5500x229 

   13 

Feb. 25-28, 
2010 

Fla. Horse Park, 
Ocala 

Sunshine State CAI Susan Gilliland, 352-489-6586 
352-489-9284, 

s_gilliland@msn.com 

1 

March 4-7, 
2010 

FCMR,         
Weirsdale, FL 

Southern Ride & 
Drive 

Kacy  352-750-5500x229 or 

352-409-1398 

13 

March 13-14, 
2010 

Black Prong Eq.  
Bronson, FL 

Black Prong HDT Black Prong HDT 3 

March 24-28, 
2010 

Live Oak  Planta-
tion,  Ocala, FL 

Live Oak International Susan Gilliland, 352-489-6586 
352-489-9284, 

s_gilliland@msn.com 

1 

View From Behind the Dash      February  2010 
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Upcoming Events é 

                                 Steeplechase Fun Darby - Sun., March 7, 2010 
 

 This has been a strange year for entries in Florida Whips events in that numbers have been very light for events 

that organizers have put a lot of time and effort into.  I seriously considered canceling this event for this year as our tra-

ditional Steeplechase Fun CDE is a huge community effort.  I have come up with an easy, fun compromise for hope-

fully just this year.  If no one shows up, those of us who live in Steeplechase and maybe some of the Black Prong visi-

tors can still have a fun day. 

 

 Hereôs the deal.  Steeplechase has 2 portable hazards that we will set up at opposite ends of the arena.  From 

the timed starting gate you will navigate several sets of numbered cones , do the first hazard gates A - D in order, pro-

ceed thru several more sets of numbered cones to the second hazard, thru several more sets of numbered cones and then 

out the timing gate.  All cones must be driven in numbered order and hazards gates A thru D also. Everyone will get 2 

goes in the morning.  After a lunch break and a resetting of cones and hazard gates, we will have two more timed 

goes.  Awards will be based on fastest cumulative time on all 4 goes with added penalties of downed cones, etc..  The 

divisions are Training VSE, Training Pony and Training Horse and an Open Pony and Horse division.  Training divi-

sions are trot only. 

 

 Cones will be set 30 cm wider than the widest pre entered cart for Training level.  Open entries may be set 

much closer.  <Evil Grin>  All 4 wheel vehicles must carry a navigator. Anyone riding on a carriage must wear a 

hemet.  Other than that dress is informal or whatever. 

 

 If you pre enter and are a Florida Whips member, there will be no entry fee.  If you wait till the morning of the 

show, there will be a $20 fee in addition to the Florida Whips membership fee of $30 (if you are not yet a member),and 

we will TRY to schedule you after the signed up people.......BUT I am limiting entries to 20 with pre entry priority be-

ing given to training level.  Entries open Feb. 10, 2010.  Earliest postmarks will determine who gets in if I am inun-

dated with entries.  Email will be sent out with starting times by March 5. 

 

                                                                  Have fun!!!!  

 

 
 

Entry:  2010 Steeplechase Fun Darby               

 

Mail to:  Dona Love, 1550 SE 120th Ave., Morriston, FL 32668  -  e Mail love2083@bellsouth.net  - 352-486-2829 

 

 

Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

Check one: TRAINING:  Horse ___    Pony ___      OPEN:  Horse ___    Pony ___ 

 

Wheel measurement:  ________inches or ___________ cm 

 

Phone: __________________________ 

 

e Mail: ____________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 Organizerôs use_________        

View From Behind the Dash      February  2010 
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    Florida Whips General Meeting Minutes  1/22/2010 
 

 The general meeting was called to order at 7:45pm by 

the President Lynda Jowers. Lynda announced that Florida 

Whips pins are still available to all members. The regional 

directors should have an ample supply. We have a generous 

supply of New Florida Whips brochures. These were designed 

by Nifty Hamiltonôs sister Sam Schaefer and were printed by 

Bus Hamilton as a donation to the club. We will offer some to 

the students of the Baxter driving class to be held next week. 

¶ The first order of business was the roll call. 

¶ Next was the presidentôs report. Lynda noted a lack of 

interest in driving events this year. She said we must redo 

our efforts to promote our sport by supporting various 

recreational drives, HDTs, hosting event and volunteer-

ing. Diane Koopman said we should not be discouraged 

and we should renew our enthusiasm for our sport. 

 VP report: Linda Evans seconded Lyndaôs message. 

¶ The secretaryôs report is published on our web site. Treas-

urerôs report will be published on our Web site. 

¶ It was noted that our records need to be clarified to rees-

tablish our 501c status as a Florida non-profit corporation. 

A couple of members stated they would try to get help 

from a CPA to look in to this problem. 

¶  Next we had the regional reports which I will attach to 

these minutes. 

¶ Francine Arrington gave the membership report noting we 

have 216 total members. Her report will be attached. 

Unfinished business: 

¶ We must sort out our treasury 

¶ Membership cards have been completed and sent out to 

the members. 

New business: 

¶ Ray Knisley reported that he often acts as a safety inspec-

tor as various events and when he notes safety issues, he 

is often ignored or told that oneôs trainer told them to do it 

that way. Ray belies he should be able to report these is-

sues to either a judge for further input or at least to the 

event organizer. It was suggested that we look at the By-

laws and if necessary amend them to read that such safety 

issues be reported to organizer, Judge or steward. 

¶ Linda Evans stated that the Live Oak Tailgate party was a 

huge success last year and recommended  that we do it 

again this year. She called for more volunteers. Bob Tol-

mach moved and Dona Love 2nd a motion to repeat the 

Tailgate party at Live Oak. Deedee Connors moved and 

Ray Knisley 2nd a motion to allow $400.00 for this event. 

¶ Ray Knisley reported that the Live Oak construction 

group needs volunteers to help rebuild some of the Haz-

ards. 

¶ Connie Thoreson reported that Gloria Austin is having 

some summer workshops  in conjunction with the 

Wounded Worriers Program.  

¶ Election of new officers for President and VP will  occur 

at the May meeting. If you have thoughts re: these offices 

please get your suggestions to Deedee who is nominating 

chair. 

The meeting was then adjourned at about 9:30 

 

Southwest Regional Report 
 

 Our Nightmare before Christmas drive was a big 

success. Everyone enjoyed themselves, the food and the 

beautiful trails.  Our region bought prizes from Home De-

pot to help stock spares kits and Schiros Hay and Feed do-

nated shavings.  

 Our Regionôs yearly pleasure show was cancelled 

this year due to lack of entries. We plan to reschedule with 

some type of venue in the near future.   

                                                                     JoAnn Wilson 

                                                            

Northern Regional Report 
 

Things have been strange this year. Starting last summer, 

thanks to Connie Thoreson getting bored, the Florida 

Whips had a tour of the Kesmark Clinic in Ocala in July 

and a cones jamboree in August. Both were pretty well at-

tended. We had a Continuous Drive in September with less 

than 20 entries. Connie had a pleasure show in October 

with rather light entries. Lynda Jowers canceled her show 

in November due to lack of entries. She rescheduled for 

January and had it but entries were still light at 15. Leslie 

Kingôs Christmas Poker Drive had one person show up. 

Connie Thoresonôs Christmas Parade was cold but quite a 

few drivers showed up. Accordingly, I adapted the Steeple-

chase Fun CD in March to the Steeplechase Fun Darby, a 

one day low cost event. The weather and the economy has 

not been kind to us this year.   

                                                                           Dona Love                                                                                    
 

Whipôs Winter Semi-Annual Meeting 

                       Saturday, January 23, 2010 

 

 The winter bi-annual meeting of the Whips took 

place Sat night at the home of Bob and Diane Koopman. 

Our thanks to them for hosting this meeting during a busy 

show weekend. With the short notice it was understandable 

that the attendance was light.  Most of the regional direc-

tors were unable to attend but sent reports which will be 

available on the website. We were able to report that many 

of the goals of the club have been met. We now have mem-

bership cards and wonderful new brochures. New business 

was a proposal to continue the Live Oak tailgate. Linda 

Evans and Connie Thoreson have agreed to handle this 

once more. Ray Knisley proposed a by law change to ad-

dress safety issues. Mary Ann Fletcher commented on the 

great job being done by Peg Belvin from the Southeast Re-

gion. Dinner was pot luck with great burgers by Burger 

Bob. Please try to attend our very important May meeting. 

                      Lynda Jowers 
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                      Southeast Regional Report 
         
                      Hello to Florida Whips from Southeast Region 

 We are conscientiously working hard to increase 

membership.  With new members comes new ideas, and 

renewed energy and so we endeavor to reach out, and make 

friends. 

 It has been a recent new member that has created a 

new HDT venue for the southeast drivers, and a new mem-

ber that has volunteered to write in óBehind the Dashô, the 

óWheelhorseô, and óThe Whipô. New members bring us a 

sense of our own renewal, as we review the basics of driv-

ing. 

 New members prompt us in different directions, as 

in advertising.  We have taken the back page of the local 

program of the local Horsemenôs Association. It promotes 

driving and it promotes May Day Port Mayaca 2010. It will 

run all season.   The joy of the discovery of driving pushes 

the spirit along, and re-ignites some of us that grow weary 

trying to do it alone. So, thank you new members. 

 Because we have new friends, stimulated by reach-

ing out to other horse clubs, Southeast region will be add-

ing Driving Dressage Schooling shows.  These will begin 

as ñ otherò events on our calendar, as it is under the tute-

lage and sponsorship of the Palm Beach County Mounted 

Posse in residency at the Jim Brandon Equestrian Center, 

West Palm Beach. Safety checks will be done by Florida 

Whip members, and participation will be by a majority of  

Florida Whip members.  The driving dressage will be of-

fered in the mornings before the regularly scheduled dres-

sage classes and judged by regular dressage judges. It 

would be offered the first weekend of every month, how-

ever, due to the already existing schedules of the season, 

our earliest date will be June.   We are going to work it 

through the summer in the covered arena. More informa-

tion will be given to you  as it develops. 

 We are looking forward to the Vero Beach Begin-

ners Clinic that Bob Giles has agreed to do for us.  It will 

be a new footprint in Vero Beach.   Please come and be a 

part of it.  You are a Florida Whip, set your sights that this 

year you are going to be PROACTIVE!! 

 We welcome you and we need you.                                                                         

Peg Belvin SE Regional Director 

Submitted by Judi Tintera 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

Panhandle Regional Report 
 

 Although Alice Crum, the Region Director, has 

sought the active participation of Panhandle Region mem-

bers, the recent response has been weak. 

 Following the summer planning meeting, several 

events were proposed.  The most successful one was a 

clinic given by Wendy Ying at Kingsforth Hall in Bonifay.  

(However, since that time Wendy Ying and Sterling 

Graburn have moved their training facilities to Kentucky 

and that resource is no longer readily available to the Pan-

handle members.) 

 Alice Crum regularly attends meetings of other 

horse organizations to promote driving activities and work-

ing to keep venues open to drivers. As the ñDriving Gad-

fly" at horse organization meetings, her efforts, especially 

with the Southern Trail Riders, to provide awareness about 

driving are increasingly effective. 

 For instance, Alice was involved in the Southern 

Trailridersô having the U.S. Forest Service make sure that 

90% of the trails in the National Forests in the Panhandle 

will be cart friendly. Also, the new trails in Tate's Hell will 

have "cart-useable" trails. 

  We feel that several factors are impacting the par-

ticipation in driving events in our region: 

 (1) The economy--it seems as though every region 

is reporting problems with holding events, because of the 

expense of travel, etc. This region literally covers four 

states, and for the most part, our members are ñrecreational 

driversò rather than ñcompetition driversò, so the incentive 

to attend events is not as strong. We are requesting a finan-

cial status report from the Whips--maybe we could afford 

to "sponsor" an activity (clinic, etc) as an incentive for peo-

ple to participate. 

 (2) Time of year--during the Thanksgiving-

Christmas holidays, people are busy with other activities 

and this recent bitter cold has really restricted activities 

Members in this region may well be more interested in one 

or two activities each year (spring and late summer), while 

continuing to be kept informed of opportunities for driving, 

etc. and to being encouraged to regularly give input about 

the Region. There is potential here for a more active group: 

our members included show competitors, Welsh breeders, 

stable owners, people who want to learn more about driv-

ing, as well as people who own and drive purely for pleas-

ure. 

 (3) Geographic issues-- Consideration should be 

given to having the Panhandle Region combined with the 

North Region, maintaining the members from Florida and 

having the Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi members 

join organizations in their home states. 
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Spotlight on Francine Arrington 
 

By Kathie Beeson 
 

 Francine 

was born in the early 

1950ôs in Bridge-

port, Connecticut.  

However, being the 

child of a career 

army officer, she has 

no recollection of 

Connecticut because 

her family moved from there to Germany during her first 

year of existence. A move that would forever impact her 

life since that is where she first sat on a horse and began 

riding lessons.  

 Francine says she had ñhorse feverò all of her life.  

She doesnôt know where it came from; probably her 

mother's side of the family?  Her mother was a 4th genera-

tion Virginian and as everyone knows, all Virginians are 

born in the saddle.  Her father's equestrian skills were com-

pliments of the US Army. During his military service era, 

riding or at least the ability to stay on a horse, was required 

of officers. So, it would seem, was moving frequently.   

 Francineôs mother signed her brother up for riding 

lessons when he was 8.  Francine was around 4 at the time 

and  each lesson day, 

when her brother was 

done riding, she would 

beg to ride the horse.  

Fortunately for her the 

riding master was a kind 

soul who would put her 

up on a horse and lead 

her around for about 5 

minutes. Then he got to 

where he would put her 

up on a horse and send 

the horse off around the 

arena on it's own 

(Francine adds, ñthere's 

nothing like a German 

schooling horseò). After 

a few weeks of that rou-

tine, he turned to Fran-

cineôs mother and stated, ñI think you give the wrong child 

lessons, yah?ò  She still remembers "Herabellba."  Only 

now she realizes his name was not "Herabellba", but more 

likely something closer to Herr Balba.  Whatever his name, 

he will always be in her memory.  

 Francine spent the rest of her childhood asking for 

a horse.  She was ever hopeful at each gift giving occasion, 

only to be faced with momentary disappointment that 

would fade into optimism for the next opportunity. Her par-

ents blamed her fatherôs career in the Army for this unac-

ceptable void in her life, using the logic that they moved 

around too much to have a horse. Short of getting her that 

horse,  her father did his best to support her affliction as 

they moved around the globe, getting up at dawn every 

Sunday morning to take her to whatever stable was avail-

able. The fortunate thing about Army life at the time was 

that all Army posts had military run stables.  So no matter 

where in the world they were, a horse was not too far away. 

Although, Okinawa presented quite a challenge...  

 Francine finally got that horse sheôd been wishing 

for when she was 40.  A beautiful little chestnut Morgan 

named Sprinklake Sam Duke, better known as 

ñSammyDukeò.  Having read ñJustin Morgan Had A 

Horseò by Margurite Henry during her ñanything horseò 

phase of childhood, Francine had decided years before that 

she wanted a Morgan!  Sammy and Francine had a great 

time, they learned everything together, dressage, trail rid-

ing, jumping, a little bit of western stuff and driving.  Not 

the carriage kind of driving, but the kind you find in breed 

rings, going round and round in a little dressed up jog cart.   

 She quickly became disenchanted with the breed 

shows and saddle seat while at the same time becoming 

very intrigued with dressage so that became their pursuit.  

However, she did still enjoy driving so she bought a used 

jog cart from a trainer at the harness track and trotted 

around the neighborhood when the mood struck.   

 Her years with Sammy passed by too fast and in 

1999 she retired him 

and went searching for 

her next dressage horse.  

The search took her to 

nearly every state and 

half of Canada. She sure 

made finding one horse 

difficult!   And then 

during a trip to Gaines-

ville to look at a pros-

pect that was not all 

what she was looking 

for, the owner suggested 

she visit his neighbor.  

He had a horse she just 

might like. Seems his 

neighbors were into 

driving and since this 

horse had demolished a 

coupled of their carts, they figured he might not be a good 

driving prospect.  So husband in tow, Francine headed to 

the farm next door to meet Bob and Helen Tolmach and 

their horse Leif.  Ooh, ooh!  Francine tried to be cool and 

not show her wanton desire at the sight of the big brown 

horse with very long legs and a trot to die for.  The owner 

rode him.  She rode him.  She nonchantly said he was a 

nice horse.  They went back to Cocoa.  Well, a lot of good 

that did.  Of course, she got him. 

 

  

Sammy Duke & Francine at their first dressage show 

View From Behind the Dash      February  2010 



 9 

 Serendipity best describes everything about her 

carriage driving starting with Leif.  After searching the na-

tion, she found the horse of her dreams a few miles away in 

Gainesville.  She and Leif settled in to what she thought 

would be a life long pursuit of dressage. And then it hap-

pened again, she was thumbing through Horse & Pony 

when she came across a press release for a 2-day driving 

clinic in Hawkinsville, Ga.  Bob Quigley was listed as one 

of the clinicians and since the Quigleyôs were Leifôs breed-

ers she thought it might be fun to go. So they load up Leif , 

the little jog cart, and the harness made from pieces and 

parts and they off they went to Hawkinsville!  

 They arrived at the location only to find that Quig-

ley would not be there.  Francine was very disappointed.  

But as luck would have it, turns out the clinician was Ster-

ling Graburn!  Francine said, ñHe was kind and profes-

sional, made lots of adjustments to our harness and sug-

gested I might want to consider adding breeching ï I said 

what does that do?  He still remained kind and professional.  

He took my whip from the socket and said it was really too 

short, I said thatôs okay, I donôt really use it - he had a very 

strange look on his face.  Our next stop was the vendor to 

purchase a new whip.ò  The lesson went well and Francine 

left there with Sterlingôs business card and a burning desire 

to do more driving now that she had a new whip!  

 It only took about a month before Francine decided 

that sheôd really like to have a wooden wheeled vehicle.  In 

July while visiting their daughter in Ohio, she struck up a 

conversation with the young Amish man who was building 

a new swing set for her granddaughter in the back yard.  

Through him they eventually found young Mr. Raber and 

ordered a road cart.  She was so excited!   

 The new road cart was retrieved over Thanksgiv-

ing.  Francine scheduled more lessons with Sterling and 

was advised by the Tolmachs to join the Florida Whips.  

She attended every clinic she could and even organized 

several herself.  Her love of driving growing ever deeper. 

  

Another life changing moment ï a call from Dr. Bob.  

ñWould she navigate for him at the Treasure Coast CDE?ò  

She said, ñSure, Iôd love to!ò  After hanging up, she won-

dered what exactly a navigator does besides hold on really 

tight.  Once again fate stepped in and Francine happened 

across an article in Horse & Pony about a Florida Whips 

clinic for navigating!  

 Of course after navigating one time, she wanted to 

be in the driverôs seat.  And she is.  Just look for Francine 

and Lief at the next Driving Show.  Theyôll be there in their 

ñlittle red road cartò.  

 

 

 

 

Victory pass for the  Turnout Class at  Florida Carriage Fes-

tival & Horse Show, Feb. 2009. An accomplishment Sterling 

was certain could never happen in a road cart with red up-

holstery! 
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