
                                                                                     

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Promoting all aspects of equine harness driving, by encouraging good will and emphasizing safety and education  

 

March 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Fritschle driving her pony, Goodnight Moon 

Florida State Champions 
 

 

VIEW FROM  

BEHIND THE DASH 
Newsletter of The Florida Whips 

 



                                                 View From Behind the Dash            March  2009                                        2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 

President ééééé..Lynda Jowers 

308 SW Spirit Ave. 

Fort White, FL 32038 

386-454-3225, jowersl@aol.com 

 

Vice Presidentéééé.Linda Evans 

11550 SE 21 PL 

Morriston, FL 32668 

352-486-3197, levans0277@aol.com 

Secretary éééé...Helen Tolmach 

10011 SW 67th Street 

Gainesville, FL 32608 

352-374-8763, rtolm@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer éé . Margaret McMurray 

PO Box 81 

Monticello, FL 32345 

850-545-1840, carriagebabe@juno.com   

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR  

Francine Arrington 

4200 Alan Shepard Ave. 

Cocoa, FL 32926 

321-403-3276 

flawhipsmembers@bellsouth.net 

REGION DIRECTORS  

Panhandle éééé..Cynthia Perkins 

850-933-868,perkinsc@embarqmail.com  

Northernééééééé.. Dona Love 

352-486-2829, love2083@bellsouth.net  

Southwesternéééé Mary de Greef 

941-776-1638, bonezak42@aol.com  

Southeasternéééééé Peg Belvin 

561-798-1718, greeninv@earthlink.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER  

Editorééééééé.. Judy Martino 

8580 SE 45th Street 

Newberry, FL 32669 

352-472-8826, jmart4292@aol.com  

Design & Productioné... Pam Knisley 

7230 NW 60th Street 

Chiefland, FL 32626 

352-490-9852, carrhouse@aol.com   

Advertisingéééé... Jeanne Abbott 

14305 NW Gainesville Road 

Reddick, FL 32686 

352-255-7994, mjabbott@alltel.net  

WEBSITE MAGICIAN  

 Yvonne Griffiths  

12551 SE 16th Lane 

Morriston, FL 32668 

352-486-4870, glassangel@bellsouth.net 

 

REGIONAL ALT DIRECTORS  

Panhandleéééé... Fran Dellaporta 

dellaporta@talweb.com  

Northernééééé. Brenda Schmidt 

fhfarm@alltel.net , 386-362-7282 

Southwesternéééé. JoAnn Wilson 

Hlponyfarm@aol.com  

Southeasternéééé.. Kathie Beeson 

kathiebeeson@bellsouth.net  

 

 

  View your newsletter  

     in COLOR - visit: 

    www.flawhips.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View From Behind the Dash, 

newsletter of The Florida Whips, is 

published ten times a year, 

September through June. 

Submissions are welcome!  They 

may be edited for length and clarity.  

Articles, letters, and hardcopy photos 

should be sent to the Editor.  Email 

photos should be sent to BOTH the 

Editor and the Website Magician.  

Please identify all people, animals, 

and the photographer.  Send 

permission for use with any 

copyrighted photos. 

Advertising copy and payment 

should be sent to the Advertising 

Manager. 

Deadline for articles, letters, 

photographs, and advertising is the 

20
nd

 day of each month preceding 

month of issue.  Issues will be 

mailed on the last day of the 

preceding month. 

FOR ADVERTISERS 

Business 

Annual Business Cardéééé.. $70 

Full Page (one issue) ééééé$40 

Half Page (one issue)éééé... $25 

Back Cover (one issue, ½ pg)é. $40 

 

Events 

Sponsored by the FL  Whipsé. Free 

Other than Whips..1/2 Business Rate 

 

Classified Ads 

Florida Whips Members: First ad 

up to 100 words free for 2 months, 

additional ads $10(text only); photos 

free on web page. 

Other than Whips: $10 per ad 

Advertising payment must be 

received before printing. 

Make checks payable to: 

 Florida Whips, Inc. 

Send Ad and Check to: 

Jeanne Abbott 

14305 NW Gainesville Road 

Reddick, FL 32686 

 

 
 

 

 



                                                                                     

 

Presidentôs Corner 

Competition season is getting started, and once 

again we are reminded that we only play when others 

enable us to do so. Volunteers are so important in this 

sport. We need to remember to thank those who work 

and to be the ones who do so when we can.  

  Working at shows is only part of what we need 

to be willing to do. The next general meeting is an 

election for secretary and treasurer. The club needs 

people willing to do the work that enables us to continue 

the shows, clinics, drives, and all the other events that 

we enjoy. If you have never held an office, consider the 

possibility that you may have something that would 

benefit the club. For the club to remain strong, we all 

need to do what we can. I would love to have an election 

where there are several candidates vying for each 

position.  

 Lynda Jowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Draft  
 

Wash your hands.  Recently TheHorse.com 

reported on the emerging prevalence of methycillin-

resistant 

Staphylococcus 

aureus (MRSA) 

bacterial 

infections among 

horse people.  For 

years now MRSA 

has been the 

demon of human 

health care 

facilities; 

hospital-acquired 

MRSA is a big 

fear for those 

requiring 

hospitalization, 

and efforts to 

prevent and treat it keep hosts of infection-control 

professionals and research scientists employed.  More 

recently, MRSA in athletic locker rooms, gyms, and 

training facilities has been in the headlines.  And now, 

ñMRSA appears to be an occupational risk factor for 

large animal veterinarians,ò according to Maureen 

Anderson, DVM. DVSc, postdoctoral fellow, 

Department of Pathobiology of the Universityof Guelph. 

Anderson discussed MRSA at the 2008 

American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) 

convention.  MRSA infections range from superficial 

skin infections to necrotizing pneumonia; and, although 

antibiotics specific to individual strains of the bacteria 

are being developed, concern persists that some strains 

will become resistant to every drug available. 

Different strains of MRSA cause different 

effects and respond to different antibiotics.  Treatment 

must be based on culture-and-sensitivity laboratory tests 

to determine which antibiotic will be effective.  One 

strain, ST398, is being found in horses and appears to 

have the potential to be transmitted between animals and 

humans.  Anderson reported, however, that most horses 

colonized with MRSA will clear the bacteria without 

treatment if they are quarantined to prevent re-exposure.   

Equine MRSA is not a big problem right now, 

but itôs one of those things to think about and be pro-

active about preventing.  The single most effective 

action to protect against MRSA?  Wash your hands.  

Wash your hands -- at home, in the hospital, in the barn, 

at the gym ï often and vigorously.  Yes, alcohol-based 

hand sanitizers are effective, but more so when used on 

hands that arenôt visibly dirty, so at least rinse off the 

grime under running water when you can. 

Be safe.  Be healthy.  Wash your hands. 

Judy Martino  

 



                                                                                     

 

Florida Whips Calendar of Events ï See Website for Entry Forms  

ï www.flawhips.org  - Click on Event 
 

March  14-15 ,2009 Northern Region Steeplechase Fun HDT Dona love, 352-486-2829 

March 28, 2009 Panhandle Region Picnic Drive at Haypond Farm, Monticello, 
FL 

Margaret McMurray 

April 4-5, 2009 Northern Region Horse & Pony Show at Connie Thoresonôs Connie Thoreson, 352-528-5646 

April 19, 2009 General Membership Meeting Pleasure Drive & General Membership 

Meeting at Florida Carriage Museum & 
Resort 

 

April  TBA , 2009 Northern Region Clinic at Arnold Van den Hurkôs  

May 3, 2009 Northern Region Pleasure Drive at  San Falesco Carol Kenyon, 386-462-3832 

May 16-17, 2009 Southeastern Region Beginnerôs Clinic Peg Belvin, 561-273-3680 

July 18, 2009 Southeastern Region Schooling Show at Brandon Park Covered 
Arena 

Peg Belvin, 561-273-3680 

Calendar ï Other Events 
April 18-19, 2009 FCMR, Weirsdale, FL Spring Fling ADT www.cypresskeep.com/springfling 

March 7-8,2 2009 Black Prong Equestrian Center 

Bronson, FL 

Black Prong HDT 352-486-1234 

March 19-22, 2009 Ocala, FL Live oak International CDE Susan Gilliland 

March 28-29, 2009 FCMR, Weirsdale, FL Hazards, Cones Dressage Clinic FCMR 352-750-5500 

April 24-26, 2009 FCMR, Weirsdale, FL The Southern Drive FCMR 352-750-5500 

May 2-3, 2009 Okeechobee, FL Port Mayaca May Day Driving Trial  Bettina Scherer  561-301-9548 

bascher@bellsouth.net  

May 30-31, 2009 Silver Sands Bridle Club 

New Smyrna Beach, FL 

Pleasure Driving Show www.silversands.org 

386-345-3460 

July, 2009 Gainesville, FL Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference, 

Southeastern Distance Riders Assoc. 

Brenda Schmidt, 

fhfarm@alltel.net 

October 24-25, 2009 Sumpter Equestrian Center 

Bushnell, FL 

Florida Fall Fling ADT www.cypresskeep.com/springfling 

December 12-13, 2009 Bob Thomas Equestrian  

Center, Tampa 

The Tampa Trials www.cypresskeep.com/springfling 

 

 

 

Pony Team USA is BACK! 
*New clothing is available* 

*Polo shirts*   *Caps*   *New colors!*  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVAILABLE AT SELECT COMPETITIONS 
Go to ponyteamUSA.com for info 

Pony Team USA helps raise funds for our U.S. pony drivers to compete at the next Pony 
Driving World Championships to be held in  

Greven Germany in 2009. 
 

 

http://www.flawhips.org/
http://www.cypresskeep.com/springfling
mailto:bascher@bellsouth.net
http://www.silversands.org/
http://www.cypresskeep.com/springfling
http://www.cypresskeep.com/springfling
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Looking Ahead 

Fourth Steeplechase Fun Combined Driving Event 

March 14-15. 2009 

Morriston FL  
 

Steeplechase is a community in north-central Florida whose majority of residents are devoted to carriage driving. 

The residents will again host a two-day event introducing the sport of Combined Driving. The event's atmosphere will 

foster learning, mentoring, and ï especially -- fun. The very few rules invoked are predicated on safety and learning only. 

Entries deemed not ready or suitable for this format by the organizing committee based on ADS safety regulations may be 

refused. This will be basically a training level event, using ADS Training Test #2. If there are openings, then an open 

Preliminary Test #2 division will also be offered. After driving dressage, the entries will proceed to cones. You are free to 

walk hazards any time during the day. 

Vivian Creigh has graciously accepted our invitation to be the dressage judge. 

Sunday will be the marathon, approximately 4 to 5 K with four hazards. Hazards will have four gates and will be 

timed for both Training and Preliminary. It will be Section E only. 

Experienced Steeplechase drivers/competitors will be available to entrants as mentors if so needed. Dress is 

informal, but helmets are required for marathon and hazards and strongly recommended for dressage and cones. Juniors 

must wear a helmet at all times while in a carriage. A current Coggins is required. 

             Entries are welcome to come on Friday. Let us know, and we will find a spot for your horse and you on a first 

come/first served basis. We will not have lunch available on Saturday, but there will be cold cuts for sandwiches and 

drinks available on Sunday, probably after marathon. Also we will have a Steeplechase-hosted dinner on Saturday 

evening.  You may bring a dessert or side dish, and it will be most welcome!   

We are having a used tack sale, and any vendors who wish to come are welcome. 

This year for awards, we are doing what the endurance people do, which is "to finish is to win." We are giving 

awards (last year it was t-shirts) to all of those entries competing successfully. Scores for dressage and cones will be 

posted for all to see at the Saturday night potluck. Marathon scores may be available on line after the event.  

Entries will open for the Steeplechase CDE on January 1, 2009, and will close on Feb. 28, 2009, or when the 

number of entries reaches 30. The fee for the Steeplechase CDE is $45.00. You must be a Florida Whips member to 

participate. Please make your check payable to Linda Evans and mail your check, the completed entry form and a copy of 

your Coggins papers to Joyce Clayton, 12331 SE 16th Lane, Morriston, FL 32668. 

Please call 352-486-2829 or email love2083@bellsouth.net if more info is needed. 
 

Note:  As of February20, this event has 37 entries, and registration is full.                                           Dona Love                                                                                                                                                       
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