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VIEW FROM  

BEHIND THE DASH  
Newsletter of The Florida Whips 

                                                                      Making It  Work  
 

  Even though I am 51 years old and have lived 27 years with a spinal cord injury, my dream of 

driving from a wheelchair is being realized.   I got started with driving at The Gayla Driving Center in 

Georgetown, Ky, which is also the national headquarters for the United States Driving for the Disabled.  I use 

wrist loops for reining and always drive with an able-bodied whip using a second set of reins. My new 

Bennington carriage utilizes aluminum ramps and a four-point tie down to secure the wheelchair safely to the 

floor. 

  I hope to own my own horse or drafty pony one day, because I have loved horses my whole life! In the 

meantime, I look forward to many more driving opportunities.                                                Scottie Stoddard 

 

Scottie Stoddard, accompanied by Kacy Fashik and Sandra Pascale, drives Shadow through cones  

at The Florida Carriage Museum & Resort 
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View From Behind the Dash, 

newsletter of The Florida Whips, is 

published ten times a year, 

September through June. 

Submissions are welcome!  They 

may be edited for length and clarity.  

Articles, letters, and hardcopy photos 

should be sent to the Editor.  Email 

photos should be sent to BOTH the 

Editor and the Website Magician.  

Please identify all people, animals, 

and the photographer.  Send 

permission for use with any 

copyrighted photos. 

Advertising copy and payment 

should be sent to the Advertising 

Manager. 

Deadline for articles, letters, 

photographs, and advertising is the 

20
nd

 day of each month preceding 

month of issue.  Issues will be 

mailed on the last day of the 

preceding month. 

FOR ADVERTISERS 

Business 

Annual Business Cardéééé.. $70 

Full Page (one issue) ééééé$40 

Half Page (one issue)éééé... $25 

Back Cover (one issue, ½ pg)é. $40 

 

Events 

Sponsored by the FL  Whipsé. Free 

Other than Whips..1/2 Business Rate 

 

Classified Ads 

Florida Whips Members: First ad 

up to 100 words free for 2 months, 

additional ads $10(text only); photos 

free on web page. 

Other than Whips: $10 per ad 

Advertising payment must be 

received before printing. 

Make checks payable to: 

 Florida Whips, Inc. 

Send Ad and Check to: 

Jeanne Abbott 

14305 NW Gainesville Road 

Reddick, FL 32686 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Presidentôs Corner 

It is with sadness that I write this column of the 

2008-2009 driving season. We are losing our newsletter 

editor. Judy took the job when no one else would and 

has put her heart into the job. She has asked, encouraged 

and, when necessary, badgered us all to make sure that 

we reported on events, wrote our columns, and 

contributed articles. She came to every event that she 

could to get pictures and contributions, making each 

issue something we eagerly looked forward to.  

  Our annual meeting will take place this month 

and we will be voting for a treasurer and secretary. 

Please try to attend this meeting or send your proxy in. 

We will be looking for a new editor also, so please bring 

ideas with you to the meeting on how we will fill this 

important job. Looking forward to seeing you all at the 

meetings.  

Lynda Jowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Draft  
 

The Florida Whips have a long tradition of publishing 

View from Behind the Dash, an ambitious newsletter 

first designed, named, and written by Mary Nygaard.  I 

have enjoyed 

being part of that 

tradition for two 

years.  Now it is 

time to step down 

and move on, and 

the June 2009 

issue will be my 

last.  This early 

notice should 

allow plenty of 

time for the next 

editor to be 

chosen, and that 

person will have 

my sympathetic 

and enthusiastic 

support.  Warmest gratitude to all of you who have 

supported me, contributed to the newsletter, and 

demonstrated the beauty of carriage driving. 

                                                                  Judy Martino  

 

Credit Where Credit Is Due 
 

At Live Oak, Sammi Orem was the only FEI whip to 

drive cones double clean.  
  
Photo of Bob Koopman at FCMR was by Pics of You. 
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Florida Whips Calendar of Events ï See Website for Entry Forms  

ï www.flawhips.org  - Click on Event 
 

May 2-3, 2009 Okeechobee, FL Port Mayaca May Day Driving Trial  Bettina Scherer  561-301-9548 

bascher@bellsouth.net  

May 3, 2009 Northern Region Pleasure Drive at  San Falesco Carol Kenyon, 386-462-3832 

May 16-17, 2009 Southeastern Region Beginnerôs Clinic Peg Belvin, 561-273-3680 

May 24, 2009 Cypress Keep Annual Meeting Lynda Jowers, 386-454-3225 

July 18, 2009 Southeastern Region Schooling Show at Brandon Park Covered Arena Peg Belvin, 561-273-3680 

Calendar ï Other Events 
May 2, 2009 Newberry, FL Canterbury Schooling Dressage & Driving Show Wendy Low, 352-472-6758 

canterburyshows@bellsouth.net  

May 12-18, 2009 Windsor, England Royal Windsor Horse Show  

May 23-24, 2009 Tryon, NC Carolina Carriage Club HDT Price Story, 828-891-7571, 828-242-
7954, p_story@bellsouth.net 

May 30-31, 2009 Silver Sands Bridle Club 

New Smyrna Beach, FL 

Pleasure Driving Show www.silversands.org 

386-345-3460 

June 6-7, 2009 Newberry, FL Canterbury Schooling Dressage & Driving Show Wendy Low, 352-472-6758 
canterburyshows@bellsouth.net  

July 9 - 12, 2009 Gainesville, FL Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference, 

Southeastern Distance Riders Assoc. 

Brenda Schmidt, fhfarm@alltel.net  

July 18-19, 2009 Newberry, FL Canterbury Schooling Dressage & Driving Show Wendy Low, 352-472-6758 
canterburyshows@bellsouth.net  

August 14-16, 2009 Greven-Bockholt, Germany FEI World Ponies Driving Championships www.fei.org  

August 18-23, 2009 Kecskemet, Hungary FEI Worlds Pairs Driving Championships www.fei.org  

August 23, 2009 Newberry, FL Canterbury Schooling Dressage & Driving Show Wendy Low, 352-472-6758 
canterburyshows@bellsouth.net  

October 1-4, 2009 Lexington, KY Lexington Combined Driving Classic 

FEI-USEF National Championships for Singles, 

Pairs, Ponies, Four-in-Hands 
Official 2010 WEG Test Event 

Susan Gilliland, 352-489-6586 

352-489-9284, s_gilliland@msn.com  

October 17, 2009 New Smyrna Beach, FL Silver Sands Bridle Club ADT Sandy Swift, 386-345-3460 
www.silversands.org  

October 18, 2009 New Smyrna Beach, FL Silver Sands Bridle Club Fall Fun Day Sandy Swift, 386-345-3460 

www.silversands.org 
October 24-25, 2009 Sumpter Equestrian Center 

Bushnell, FL 

Florida Fall Fling ADT www.cypresskeep.com/springfling 

December 12-13, 2009 Bob Thomas Equestrian  Center, 
Tampa 

The Tampa Trials www.cypresskeep.com/springfling 

Sept.25ï Oct. 10, 2010 Lexington, KY FEI World Equestrian Games www.alltechfeigames.com 

 

Pony Team USA is BACK! 
*New clothing is available* 

*Polo shirts*   *Caps*   *New colors!*  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVAILABLE AT SELECT COMPETITIONS 
Go to ponyteamUSA.com for info 

Pony Team USA helps raise funds for our U.S. pony drivers to compete at the next Pony 
Driving World Championships to be held in  

Greven Germany in 2009. 
 

 

http://www.flawhips.org/
mailto:bascher@bellsouth.net
mailto:canterburyshows@bellsouth.net
mailto:p_story@bellsouth.net
http://www.silversands.org/
mailto:canterburyshows@bellsouth.net
mailto:fhfarm@alltel.net
mailto:canterburyshows@bellsouth.net
http://www.fei.org/
http://www.fei.org/
mailto:canterburyshows@bellsouth.net
mailto:s_gilliland@msn.com
http://www.silversands.org/
http://www.silversands.org/
http://www.cypresskeep.com/springfling
http://www.cypresskeep.com/springfling
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Looking Ahead  
 
San Felasco Picnic Drive 
May 3, 2009 

Gainesville  FL 

San Felasco State Park will be the site for our May 3 Picnic Drive.  It is a lovely park with some hills, open fields 

to heavy wooded areas, and everything in between.  There is NO deep sand at this park.  There is a pavilion and a place to 

hose down your horse if it happens to be hot enough for a good sweat.   

We will be driving at will with potluck lunch about 12:30pm.   

Directions: 

The park entrance we will be using is different from years past due to new regulations.  The entrance we will use is off 

US441 just south of Alachua. 

Coming on I-75, take the Alachua/High Springs exit #399 and drive in the direction of Gainesville.  After passing 

Alachua, there is a bridge over a railroad track.  Going over the bridge, you will see the Progress Center on the right.  

Take the first road into the Progress Center and continue straight all the way to the gate of the park. 

Coming north on CR235 or CR241 from Newberry or Jonesville, turn right onto US441, then follow the directions above. 

Coming on US441 from Gainesville, the Progress Center will be on your left.  Take the last roadway into the Center and 

follow that road to the end and the gate to the park.   

Coming on US441 from High Springs, follow the directions from I-75. 

I will meet you at the gate and direct you to what I hope will be our own parking area for this drive.  My cell 

phone number is 352-538-5409.  Hope to see a great turnout! 

                                                                                                                                                                          Carol Kenyon 

Florida Whips General Meeting 

May 24, 2009 

Plant City  FL  

            On Sunday, May 24, 2009, the Florida Whips will have their General Membership meeting at 11:00am  at Cypress 

Keep, 4904 Stanley Rd., Plant City.  www.cypresskeep.com 

The Whipsô thanks and appreciation go to Erika Matulich and John Porter for graciously hosting this meeting during their 

annual Memorial Day HDT 

  Plant City is located between Tampa and Orlando on I-4, and Cypress Keep is north of I-4. From I-4, exit 

17/old10 (Branch-Forbes Road) and go north past two stop signs until you reach a dead end at Miley. Turn left (west) on 

Miley until it dead ends into Stanley. Turn right (north) on Stanley, which will eventually curve sharply to the left, 

heading west. Continue to the dead end (noted by blue reflectors) and turn left up the driveway and proceed to the house 

with the green roof.  

  Cypress Keep is hosting a HDT this weekend, so many Florida Whips members will already be at the facility for 

the show.  Sunday is marathon day, and there will be a break from 11 to 1 at which time we can have the general 

membership meeting.  This is an important meeting to attend, and hopefully many of you who are not showing can still 

attend.  Major items on the agenda include elections for secretary and treasurer, reports from the regional representatives, 

and a search for a new newspaper editor. 

  We will be having a potluck lunch and the Whips will provide the drinks.  Just bring what you make the best to 

eat and perhaps an extra chair.  Hope to see you there. 

   Also a note that Annegret Greunke from Germany (the judge) will be available to teach private lessons that day. 

  If any Whips members wish to take a lesson with their equine, but not show in the HDT, please contact Erika 

(ematulich@ut.edu) ahead of time for arrangements.  There will be no paddocks available for non-competitors, so you 

would need to work out of your trailer. 

                                                                                                                                                                               Dona Love 

Schooling Pleasure Driving Show 

May 30-31, 2009 

New Smyrna Beach  FL 
Silver Sands Bridle Club will be hosting a Schooling Pleasure Driving Show on May 30 & 31 in New Smyrna Beach, FL.  

Marcia Yeager will be the judge on May 30.   We hope you will be able to join us for a fun weekend.  This is a relaxed 

schooling show and any safe vehicle will be permitted.  For a prize list and entry form, please go to www.silversands.org.  

For more information you may email Sandy at drivingshows@silversandsbridleclub.org or call (386) 345-3460.                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                               Sandy Swift 

http://www.cypresskeep.com/
mailto:ematulich@ut.edu
http://www.silversands.org/
mailto:drivingshows@silversandsbridleclub.org
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PORT MAYACA PLANTATION  
 IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE FIRST ANNUAL  

 

MAY DAY DRIVING TRIAL  

May 2
nd
ï 3

rd
, 2009 

 

At The Port Mayaca Polo Club 

27005 Chukker Circle, Okeechobee, Florida 

 

Training & Preliminary 

VSE, Ponies and Horses; Singles, Pairs and Multiples. 

 

It is our privilege to have Boots Wright, USEF ñRò 

 of Ocala, Florida, as our Judge, 

and 

Barry Hunter, as Course Designer 
 

The owners of Port Mayaca Plantation & Port Mayaca Polo Club have generously 

offered the  Florida Whips a wonderful place to host an annual event. Port Mayaca 

Plantation is a 2000-acre community with the Port Mayaca Polo Club situated on 

570 acres which will be the venue for this HDT.  Dressage and Cones will be held 

on portions of the polo fields, and the Section E course will be around the 

perimeter.  Four large new permanent barns have been built to accommodate all 

participants.    Miles of bridle paths will be available for pleasure driving.  Barry 

Hunter will also offer private and group lessons on May 1 for those interested.  
  

WE ARE EXCITED TO BE ABLE TO BRING THIS NEW VENUE TO THE FLORIDA 

WHIPS MEMBERSé..AND HOPE YOU WILL PLAN TO ATTEND, VOLUNTEER OR 

SPONSOR THIS EVENT.  

 

 

Information, Entry Forms, Event Map & Directions are posted on the Whips Website or call/e-

mail Bettina Scherer, Event Secretary at 561-301-9548 or bascher@bellsouth.net .   
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PORT MAYACA MAY DAY                ENTRY FORM  

DRIVING TRIAL          One Entry Per Team 

May 2 ï 3, 2009                    

 

Driver Name:__________________________________________ 

   

Address:  _____________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  __________________E-mail: ______________________ 

 
Level (Circle One)        Training   Preliminary  

 

Division (Circle One)           VSE Single           VSE Multiple  

      Single Pony    Single Horse 

Pair Ponies   Pair Horses 

Multiple Ponies  Multiple Horses 

 

Entry Fee*                 $  85.00 

Stabling  ($50 per stall @ ___ of horses)            $______ 

RV Hook-up $35.00* (first come basis)*  $______ 

BBQ   ($15.00 per person @____ persons)  $______          

Post Entry Fee (after April 1, 2009) $25   $______ 

New Whips membership fee              $30              $______ 

Total:        $______ 

 

Refundable Stabling Deposit     $25   separate check 

 
Please send this Entry Form, Info Sheet, two checks made payable to Bettina 

Scherer, liability release,  & copy of coggins to: 

 
Bettina Scherer, Event Secretary  Information - Whips Website 

4656 South Shore Blvd.    or call 561-301-9548 or e-mail 

Wellington, Fl  33414   bascher@bellsouth.net  One 

will be forwarded to you.  

 
* See Information Listing for details and additional forms. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bascher@bellsouth.net
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