Annual Election  Meeting   May 4, 2008
Meeting and drive were held at River Rise State Park

Prior to the meeting, Pres. Lynda Jowers explained that the Florida Whips had previously voted create an annual award for the member who had contributed the most to furthering carriage in the State.  This year’s award went to Marjas Becker.

The meeting was called to order at12:30 PM by Lynda Jowers and a roll call followed.

Election of President and Vice President followed.  Lynda Jowers and Linda Evans were reelected to the presidency and vice presidency respectively by acclimation.

Secretary’s minutes of the previous Dec 16, 2007 biannual general meeting, having been posted on the website, were accepted by a motion and unanimous vote without repeat reading.

Report of the President followed.

Lynda Jowers mentioned that she and the Vice President were now in their second consecutive terms and since the by-laws permitted only two consecutive terms, the membership had to start thinking of new officers two years hence.

She stated that we had a very active driving year and urged the Regions to have their summer planning meetings early so that the 2008-2009 calendar could be completed by early fall.  She stated that Linda Evans has to be involved to coordinate the regional meeting calendars.

The membership and President thanked Judy Martino and Yvonne Griffiths for doing and excellent job on the news letter and the website respectively. 

It was reported that there would be considerable savings by the club if the membership would receive the news letter on line rather than hard copies by mail.  She stated that the next (and final one for this driving year) news letter would have an explanation of how it can be received on line and urgently requested that the entire membership cooperate in this cost saving.

The Vice President had no report at this time, pending completion of the regional planning meetings.

Secretary’s report included a request that signed liability forms for events should be sent to the Secretary and that additional insurance certificates from our carrier can be obtained through the Secretary at a cost of $51.50.

The report of the Treasurer, Margaret McMurray, is attached.  It was also reported that despite repeated requests to Laura Howell, the previous treasurer, her reports from the previous years were never received.  Margaret reported that the club is now clear with the IRS as a 501C-3 not-for-profit corporation.  This was a hugely important accomplishment as she explained that even if the club didn’t owe taxes, it should have been filing  annually and we could have been financially penalized for the many years that no report was filed.
As a non-profit we are required to maintain one year’s expenses in our treasury and these run about $15,000/year.  Currently we have $15,800 in our treasury.  
Margaret requested that the regional directors and the regional event organizer use the event expense forms when requesting funds or depositing funds for their region.  Lack of this cooperation makes the accurate accounting of income and expenditures an impossible task.

Regional Director Reports:
Northern Regions (Dona Love): We had a very active driving event year.  Planning meeting will be at Connie Thoreson’;s place, date to be determined.

South East Region (Peg Belvin):  No show

South West Region (Mary DeGreef):  Sent a report that included a successful fun show, extreme carriage challenge.  Planning meeting scheduled for June 21.

Pan Handle Region (Wendy Ying):  No report

Membership:  No Report

Education Committee (Carol Kenyon):  the RO ranch and sheriff’s boys’ ranch were mentioned

By-Laws (Bob Tolmach):  No activity since last meeting adopted new By-Laws changes.

Old Business: There was a lengthy discussion about membership cards and it was requested that Francine Arrington , Margaret McMurray, and the Board work out the details to insure that the cards are  not issued until the membership checks have cleared.
Mary DeGreef offered a Florida Whips T shirt to the two members who came the farthest distance to the meeting.  The shirts were won by Margaret McMurray and by Mary Beth Miklos.

New Business

News Letter Editor thanked the membership for all the submitted articles and assistance.

However, not being a computer person, she cannot continue in her current capacity of news letter editor.  It was explained that the cost of mailing the news letter costs the club about $25 per member per year and she recommended that the news letter be discontinued and that we rely on the website.  The unanimous sentiment of the meeting attendees was that we continue the new letter.  Judy explained that there were two ways to continue:  1 was with a new editor, or 2. use the current editor plus another person with desk top/publisher experience..  The second choice will be adopted as several volunteers had contacted Lynda Jowers offering computer help.
There was a discussion regarding changing membership fees to increasing it by $5.00 annually to those who wish to continue receiving the news letter by mail,  keeping the current $30 fee as is for those who elect to receive it on line.  The Board will take this proposal under advisement.

Helen Koeller reported that the SE Trails Conference will be held in Gainesville, FL on July 9-12, 2009.  She requested Whips financial and personnel assistance to make “carriage Driving on Public Trails” conference a success.  A committee was established to assist Helen as follows:  Chair, Betsy Skinner, members, Brenda Schmidt Linda Evans,  Pam and Ray Knisley, Mary Beth Miklos, and Donna DePetrillo.
Connie Thoreson stated she’d been in touch with Gloria Austin reference the Whips Workshop and she requested that suggestion for the workshop to be held Nov 2008 be sent to her at her E-mail address : Cthoreson1@Aol.Com. 

Kandy Hansard introduced herself and explained that she’s a local photographer and that she’s been attending some of our events and has posted photos at her website (www.equinedreamsscapes.com) which are available for viewing and purchase.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned sine die at 2:30 PM

Respectfully submitted, 

 Helen Tolmach, Secretary

